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Breakthrough Drug Evaluated By UCLA
Scientist Approved As Alternative To
Chemotherapy For Lung Cancer Patients

Pembrolizumab, an  im-
munotherapy drug that was
extensively evaluated by UCLA
cancer researcher Dr. Edward
Garon, has been rowved
the U.5 Food & I;J:fg Adm::r?r-
istration as first-line treatment for
nonsmall cell lung cancer
(NSCLC). The firstline designa-
tion means that some patients
will have access to the drug
without first having to receive
other treatments such as chemo-
therapy.

The FDA also expanded the
approval of pembrolizumab to
treat the majurizr of people with
NSCLC who had received previ-
ous chemotherapy, greatly in-
creasing the ient ulation
that Eaﬁ ]:nEr1n='_]:'l1“'?‘r)r frumpsl'l'?e treat-
ment.

“It's exciting to have an
expanded group of patients who
are now eligible for this drug”
said Garon, whose clinical stud-
ies helped lead to FDA approval.
“What is particularly encourag-
ing is that we are now able to
select, based on features in the
tumor, approximately a guarter
of advapﬁced Iun}rg Eancer
patients who can receive
immunotherapy as their initial
treatment. This will allow them

to live lon
while nl:IEIE:i
ing and in
SOMe  cases
aotentiall
gvniding, thz
side effects of
traditional

chemothera-
L

WL _E S Garon is
Dr. Edward a member of
Garon the  UCLA
Jonsson Cumprehensive Cancer
and an associate clinical profes-
sorof hematol and oncology.

Femhrulizzgr.::ah, mark?gta}él
under the brand name Keytruda,
works by turning off the immune
system's brakes, allowing its T
cells to recognize and attack
cancer cells. It originally
received accelerated approval
by the FDA in 2015 as a treat-
ment for NSCLC. Until FDA
approval, however, the drug was
D]:'I'i' given to patients after prior
chematherapy who ressed a
biomarker ﬂm\rn asexIED-U an
at least half of their cancer cells.
Mow, patients with PD-L1
expression on at least half of
their cancer cells can receive
pembrolizumab before standard
chemotherapy.
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